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PAPAN tanda jalan yang pudar harus ditukar
segera bagi mengelakkan kekeliruan. - IHSAN
PEMBACA

Ganti segera
papan tanda
jalan pudar

SAUDARA PENGARANG,

SAYA memohon Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam
(MBSA) menggantikan papan tanda jalan yang
pudar dan lusuh.

Papan tanda jalan yang dimaksudkan
terletak di Jalan Cerun 8/1C, Seksyen 8.

Papan tanda tersebut harus diganti
baharu dengan segera kerana menimbulkan
suasana sakit mata memandang, malah
menggelirukan pengguna jalan raya.

Sejujurnya, saya telah beberapa kali
membuat aduan kepada MBSA tetapi masih
tiada tindakan.

Aduan pertama dibuat dengan menghantar
ciapan kepada Twitter MBSA @sacitycouncil,
pada Khamis, 3 Disember tahun lalu. Ia
diikuti aduan pada hari sama kepada Datuk
Bandar Shah Alam, Datuk Haris Kassim dan
Sistem Pengurusan Aduan Awam Pentadbiran
Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Selangor
(SISPAA).

Tindakan susulan juga dibuat dengan
menghantar e-mel sekali lagi kepada Datuk
Bandar pada Khamis, 10 Disember lalu.

KAMARUDDIN HASSAN
Shah Alam, Selangor
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JKR: Antara dua darjat

INSIDEN jatuh basikal
menimpa Menteri Sains,
Teknologi dan Inovasi, Khairy
. Jamaluddin Abu Bakar akibat
terlanggar lubang di Jalan
Kampung Sri Cheeding,
Banting, Selangor baru-baru
ini mencetuskan perbalahan
antara netizen di media sosial.
Ia berlaku susulan, Jabatan
Kerja Raya (JKR) membuat
permohonan maaf serta-
merta kepada Khairy atau
KJ. Apa yang mengudang
kemarahan ialah JKR
dikatakan berat sebelah dalam
membuat permohonan maaf.
Rata-rata menyatakan,
kerosakan jalan seperti
berlubang hingga
menyebabkan kemalangan

maut kepada pengguna
jalan raya sebelum ini tidak
diendahkan sangat oleh
JKR atau pihak berwajib,
jauh sekali menghulurkan
permohonan maaf.

- Bagaimanapun apabila
Ahli Parlimen Rembau itu
cedera, terus jalan berkenaan
dibaiki. Justeru netizen tidak
mahu JKR berat sebelah
hanya kerana mangsa seorang
menteri sebaliknya perlu
bertindak segera membaiki
atau menurap jalan-jalan
rosak.

Dalam perkembangan
lain, perkongsian seorang
wanita di laman Twitter
menjadi perhatian ramai
dan melucukan apabila

dia yang dikenali Cik Nils
terkejut melihat basikal yang
digunakan Khairy Jamaluddin
sama seperti yang dimiliki
oleh suaminya.

Difahamkan suami wanita
itu tidak pernah memberitahu
kepadanya harga basikal
berkenaan mencecah
RM45,000 seperti yang
dikongsikan BorneoGhost
Online di Twitter mengenai
harga basikal tersebut. Namun
pada masa sama, ramai
dalam kalangan para suami
yang cuba ‘menyelamatkan’
suami Cik Nils dengan
memberitahunya harga
basikal itu hanya RM4,500
untuk tidak memanjangkan
cerita.
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> Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ) has reo-
pened bookings for community halls and
sports facilities. Bookings can be made at
MBPJ's Hall and Sports Facilities counter at
its headquarters from 8am to 4.30pm. For
details, call 03-7956 3544 ext 148/158.
> Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ) bills,
including assessment, rental and utilities with
a minimum RM10 charge can be paid via
e-wallet at all payment counters in Shell,
Petron and Petronas stations. The city council
is also offering a special RM10 rate for traffic
compounds settled within 24 hours, excluding
cases that involve clamping, towing, heavy
vehicles and abandoned vehicles. For details,

. call 03-8024 7700 or visit www.mbsj.gov.my
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Traffic lights needed in Taman Bukit Teratai

By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

IT IS hoped that a proposal to instal traffic
lights at the intersection of Jalan Teratai 2/5
and main road Jalan Teratai 1/2 in Taman
Bukit Teratai, Ampang, will help to ease
potential traffic congestion in the area.

The main road, which cuts through six
housing areas, is expected to accommodate
an increase in traffic flow when it connects
to the Sungai Besi-Ulu Kelang Elevated
(SUKE) Expressway sometime in the middle
of the year.

The affected housing areas are
Taman Bukit Teratai, Taman Muda,

Taman Putra, Taman Seraya, Taman Melur

and Taman Saga.

Ampang Jaya Municipal Council (MPA])
Zone 23 councillor Mohamad Samat said the
proposal to the Hulu Langat Works
Department (JKR) was drawn up after a sur-
vey found overwhelming support from resi-
dents for the traffic lights.

He said the survey, which was conducted
in November by Teratai assemblyman
Bryan Lai’s office, revealed that 82% of 212
respondents were in favour of the proposal.

“The proposal will be sent to JKR this
month.

“We hope that the traffic lights can be
installed before the SUKE project is complet-
ed,” said Mohamad.

He said the traffic lights were needed to

regulate the expected increase in traffic as
more motorists would use the main road to
enter and exit the SUKE Expressway.

He stressed that the main road was usual-
ly busy as there were some 800 housing
units and commercial premises as well as
public facilities.

“Many residents cross this road each day
to visit the commmercial premises for their
daily shopping while many parents use it to
pick up and drop off their children at SK
Taman Bukit Teratai.

“There is also a surau and a public park

' nearby.

“The traffic lights will ensure the road is
safer for both motorists and pedestrians to
use,” he added.
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New parking lot for convenience of visitors to clinic

By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

VISITORS to the 14th Mile Health
Clinic in Puchong, Selangor can
now breathe a little easier with
new free parking bays available
for their convenience.

With the clinic being one of the
busiest government health facili-
ties in the country, the huge influx
of vehicles to the area daily is a
nightmare for many.

Selangor local government, pub-
lic transportation and new village
development committee chairman
Ng Sze Han used his allocation of
RM144,000 to convert the empty
space into a parking lot.

“This clinic is like a mini hospi-
tal. It gets many patients every day.

“A lot of cars are parked illegally
along the main road of Jalan
Puchong, which causes traffic
obstruction. They also hinder

ambulances going in and out of the
clinic.

“There are 45 parking bays that
people can use for free, and they
include those going to the morning
market nearby,” said Ng after
launching the new carpark.

Also present were Subang Jaya
City Council (MBSJ) Zone 17 coun-
cillor Thomas Low and Batu 14
New Village chief Wong Kim Sa.

Low said the clinic received up
tQ about 2,000 visitors daily, and
the number increased in the past
several months as it was used for
Covid-19 screenings.

“Visitors’ cars parked on the
main street posed a danger to
other road users and there had
been many near-misses.

“That is why we requested Ng to
convert this space to provide ade-
quate parking for the public,” said
Low.

Wong, who has lived in the area

for 50 years, thanked Ng and
hoped that the added parking
spaces would ease congestion
there.

A clinic representative, Datuk Dr
Kannan Raman, who is also the
former chairman of Puchong and
Selangor health clinic advisory
board, said the new parking bays
were a big help.

He said patients, especially the
elderly, needed help when visiting
the clinic and it was difficult for
them to move about in this
high-density area.

“Traffic is getting worse and
there is no space to park within the
clinic’s compound.

“The next thing is to set up a
parking lot for people with disabili-
ties too.

“I would advise people coming
here in their cars to drop off the
patients at the clinic first, before
proceeding to park,” he added.

The empty space opposite 14th Mile Health Clinic in Puchong has been
converted into a parking lot.
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Bad road condition shows dereliction of duty

IT was indeed a blessing in disguise
that Science, Technology and
Innovation Minister Khairy
Jamaluddin fell off his bicycle after
hitting a pothole, with all due
respect to him, of course, because
attention is now finally being
directed at the issue of potholes
that are pitting our roads nation-
wide.

Besides potholes, we also have to
contend with broken roads and
uneven surfaces due to shoddy
work and droppings from concrete
tankers. The Public Works
Department (JKR) and local author-
ities do not need to wait for com-
plaints from the public before tak-
ing action. I am sure their staff are
also driving or moving around on
the same roads as the rest of us.

Most of these conditions could

The Public Works
Department and local
authorities do not need
to wait for complaints
from the public before

taking action. ,,

be easily rectified if some thought
is given on addressing them. For
example, private contractors who
dig up roads for laying pipes or
other works must be required to
ensure that the said road is
repaired to JKR standards once
their work is completed. Failing

this, they have to redo the work at
their own costs. If they still don’t
deliver, then the road should be
repaired by JKR or its appointed
contractors and the costs charged
to the contractors concerned.

JKR and city/town councils
should make it their responsibility
to ensure that roads under their
care are within the minimum
international standards for road
users.

Roads in Petaling Jaya are so
infrequently attended to that I
think the only time any repairs will
be done is when there is an elec-
tion or some VIP suffers an acci-
dent on them.

The stretch from Jalan Jelatek to
Wangsa Maju under the DUKE/SPE
alignment project is another exam-
ple of a bad road. The way this

road is allowed to be rerouted is a
shameful dereliction of duty by the
respective road authorities. How
could someone in authority allow
the main contractor to provide
such a bad road even if it is only
for temporary use?

Would it not make sense for the
authorities to write into the con-
tract for this project that the con-
tractor must provide a good road
while the construction is going on?
When simple things like this are
not done, it is no wonder the public
are feeling frustrated with the
respective authorities. The right
people should be appointed into
these departments and agencies to
put things back in order.

KERISO
. Kuala Lumpur
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setback!
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